CHAPTER IV

THE CONQUEST  COMPLETED

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR HAMILTON had many
faults, but sloth was not one of them; and when
he heard what had happened he promptly decided
to regain the posts and take the upstart Kentucky
conqueror captive. Emissaries were sent to the
Wabash country to stir up the Indians, and for
weeks the Detroit settlement resounded with prep-
arations for the expedition. Boats were built or
repaired, guns were cleaned, ammunition was col-
lected in boxes, provisions were put up in kegs or
bags, baubles for the Indians were made or pur-
chased. Cattle and wheels, together with a six-
pounder, were sent ahead to be in readiness for
use at various stages of the journey.

Further weeks were consumed in awaiting re-
enforcements which never came; and in early
October, when the wild geese were scudding south-
ward before the first snow flurries of the coming
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